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_Dear Congressman Pepper'

The: f1re.that occurred at the Browns Ferry Nuc1earjfac111ty in A]abana
in Harch 1975, ma1n]y affected e]ectr1ca1 cabling. and equipment. . Since- -
the fire was serious, and its interaction with p]ant safety more exten— b
;s1ve than had been considered in the design of nuc]ear power plant fire i
_pro;ec"on systems at that time, the NRC. undertook a’ substant1a] upgrad1ng

clear: power pl its . :'

T

.by (a)- 1ssuance of Inspect1on and En.orcement Bul, t1ns d1rected tozard o
’controT of ignition sources, housekeep1ng procedures, and emergency .
procedures, ?b) spec1a1 inspections of fire. stops in operat1ng p]ants,“ﬁ
(c) 1mproved 1nspect1on procedureﬂ for'. cab]es and :

»gWere under cons1derat1on. Th1s 1nter1m protect1on has been strengthened'
by imposition. of fire protcct1on Techn1ca] Spec1f1cat1ons in operating
11censes covering existing f1re protectuon systems and improved . adm1n15~

fi .trat1ve controls for flre brlgade4strength and tra1n1ng, and contro] of :
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Regu]atory Gu1de 1.120" iniJune ]976 ‘*The 1mp]ementatlon of these gu1de4l“~“
.- lines:for. new p]ants assuresxthat fire, prot = tion is taken into conflderat1on
"as a.basjc -part of the. des1gn, rather. than as’ an add-on after the des1gn ool
s otherw1se complete. , Combined with the. NRC and the nuclear industry's
conséervative, approach to cons1derat10n of other potential accidents, we -
believe that: this program will result in an; acceptab]e leve 1 of fire
protectlon for nuc]ear power plants. : :

.3 sec0nd aspect of the staff s effort 1nc1udes the bach1tt1ng of ex1st1ng N
‘facilities to. prov1de a.level of fire protect1on comensurate to that o
requ1red for new, fac1]1t1es. This effort is ref]ected .in Appendix A to. [ .7
BTP 9.5-1, Hh]Ch was issued. in, September 1976. " It was followed by a _i.gj
request to.all. 11censees to compare their fac1]1ty to the new gu]de11nes o
.and prepare an extens1ve Mfire hazards ana]ys1s.ﬁ' These analyses wi re v
‘‘submitted to the. NRC. betﬂeen late 1976 and earlj 1978. Cons1derab]e
de]ay in the submltta]s from. 11censees -was caused by the complexity) ‘of
the réquired. ana]yses ‘and: the need to obtaip qua]1f1ed fire protectlon

f'englneers._ The NRC staff rev1 W of 11censees f1re protect1on ana]yf

.;began,gn‘ear]y ]9/7
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%*operatlng p]ants.. The staff S prel1m1nary rev1ew of the Sandma Laboratory-
‘fire retardant coating ‘test" results were, reported 1n a memo wh1ch 1s ‘ﬁ,f
;Enc]osure 9. of Attachment.I 1 B _ .

-Phe flre protectlon cred1t g1ven for f]ame retardant coatlngs a plled to
electrical cables used 'in! ‘nuclear power plants is limited to (1§ reduced”
ignitability of cable; groups and’ (2) reduced fire propagation through
..cable groups... For ex1st1ng‘p]ants, coatwngs are a good techn1que to

L : C

, ipower p]ants, coatlngs on cab]es are not requ1red because the electric .

. cable construction is. manufactured to. meet the IEEE flame tests,'thus.
-providing the des1red fire protectlon for e]ectr1ca] cables :in .these
‘plants.. Slnce Regu]atory Guide 1!120 "F1re Protect1on" and the BTP
ucover both future plants and. those be1ng rev1ewed now, .they. .do not
requ1re the use. of a. fire retardant coating, or e]ectrlcal cables

:Howev r, for. the older plants, Append1x A to tne BTP does requ1' .wv
"'use of f1re retardant coatlng ‘to. 1mprove the flre res1stance of@.x1st1ng

For cond1t10ns tested ‘the Sandia test

r 1ear po Dr plant; 1ocatnd “Klor U s, :
visit' by the .NRC stafﬂtandlthe 1ssuance of th 'Safety Eva]uat1on Report
(SVR) is schedu]ed fo September”l978 he S Luc1e and Crystai Rive

?Jdgephdﬂr hendrjei;
~Chairman ..,
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e‘~You vill p]ease a]]ow me. to sbring to. your atten ion-a
;matter of .great.concern . to me -and: to otan Pembors of.: Conoress,
reqardlng the. status of the Comﬂxss1on S 1nvest1catlon anﬂ -rec-
~corwendat10ns w1th respect to Pethods of fire. suppress1on

:Atomlc Energy regafd1ng the Brow1 :Ferry Nuc]ear Gencratyng
Statlonfcable fire, I understand the Comm1ss1on was, to set’ up:
ror recommend some type of Flre Pro;ectlop Prograns in nuc]ear

. o cace on1y=‘; e

p]ants have elected: toep.

p]ants.‘.It seemns that th 11k°11hood oﬁdflre 1n nuc]earhn

plants poses a: grav 'rlsk to +h°¢pub11c sa ety anc could Jeopdrdlze
Fl

the, fucure of th1s energy source ngnt Company

dvused asy to. the stqtus‘o n‘?“
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