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Key Questions for Designing and Implementing
Regulatory User Fees
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Objectives, Scope, and Methodology

Research Objectives

GAO identified design and
Implementation characteristics
for regulatory user fees Iin
terms of how they are:

¢ Set,

« Collected,
« Used, and
 Reviewed

Scope and Methodology

Reviewed relevant
literature,

Analyzed 10 fees within 6
agencies,

Examined stakeholder
views on these fees, and

Held a multi-agency panel
discussion to ensure broad
applicability of findings.
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Setting Regulatory User Fees
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Questions to Consider:

To what extent does Congress retain control,
and to what extent does it delegale authonty
to the agency?

To what axtent do the fees affect the scope of
the agency's regulatory activities?

To what extent does the regulatory activity for
wihich the fee is charged provide services to

regulaled entities and benefils 1o the general
public?

What consideration has been given to whether

small enhilies should be allowed exemplions or
lower fea rates?
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Collecting Regulatory User Fees
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Questions to Consider:

Will the fee be collectad at the time of a
transaction, collected at regular intervals, or
bath?

| there a minimum amount of annual
appropriations that must be received before
fees can be collected?
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Using Regulatory User Fees
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Questions to Consider:

Does the agency rely on user fees to carmy out
its requlatary mission, of a portion of its
regulatory missson?

Arg fee collechons available 1o the agency
without further congressional action?
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Reviewing Regulatory User Fees
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Questions to Consider:

What methods and time frames are
aporoprate for reviewing the fee?

What level of transparency, stakeholdar

oulreach, and input |s appropriate as pan of
the fee review process?
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Regulatory User Fees: Providing for Public
Participation and Transparency

* Given the mix of public benefits and services to users,
It Is Important for regulatory fee structures and program
costs to be transparent.

* Agencies can promote transparency by providing
appropriate information to address the diverse needs of
policymakers, fee payers, and the general public.

* Appropriate stakeholder involvement and dissemination
of information can help to avoid the appearance of
regulatory capture.
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GAO on the Web
Web site: http://www.gao.qov/

Congressional Relations
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(202) 512-4400, U.S. Government Accountability Office
441 G Street, NW, Room 7125, Washington, DC 20548

Public Affairs
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