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ENHANCE SECURITY AT DESIGNATED 
FACILITIES IN RESPONSE TO THE 

EVOLVING THREAT

PRE-EMPTION AUTHORITY IS GRANTED TO THE COMMISSION UNDER SECTION 
653 OF THE ENERGY POLICY ACT OF 2005, PUBLIC LAW 109-58.

THE 2005 ENERGY POLICY ACT, IN PART, AMENDED THE ATOMIC ENERGY ACT 
OF 1954 BY ADDING SECTION 161A [42 United States Code 2201A]. 

SUBSEQUENT AND CONTINUING PARTNERING WITH THE DEPARTMENT 
OF JUSTICE; THE FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION; THE BUREAU OF 
ALCOHOL, TOBACCO, FIREARMS, AND EXPLOSIVES, AS WELL AS OTHER 
STAKEHOLDERS IS CRITICAL TO THE NRC EFFORT.

SECTION 161A AUTHORIZES  
THE COMMISSION TO:

PERMIT DESIGNATED LICENSEES AND CERTIFICATE HOLDERS TO TRANSFER, 
RECEIVE, POSSESS, TRANSPORT, IMPORT, AND USE CERTAIN HANDGUNS, 
RIFLES, SHOTGUNS, SEMIAUTOMATIC ASSAULT WEAPONS, AMMUNITION FOR 
SUCH WEAPONS, AND LARGE CAPACITY AMMUNITION FEEDING DEVICES.

PERMIT DESIGNATED LICENSEES AND CERTIFICATE HOLDERS TO LAWFULLY 
TRANSFER, RECEIVE, POSSESS, TRANSPORT, IMPORT, AND USE MACHINE-
GUNS, SHORT-BARRELED SHOTGUNS, SHORT-BARRELED RIFLES, AMMUNITION 
FOR SUCH WEAPONS, AND LARGE CAPACITY AMMUNITION FEEDING DEVICES 
THAT THEY PREVIOUSLY WERE NOT AUTHORIZED TO POSSESS.


