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Licensing Basis Maintenance

- Nuclear power plant licensing basis must be maintained 
for the duration of the license term
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- Licensing basis configuration control during the 
construction phase of a combined license is a new 
challenge for both the NRC and licensees

Public Health and Safety

- NRC’s Safety Evaluation Report is based upon the 
licensing basis in the licensee’s Final Safety Analysis 
Report as updated
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Report, as updated

- Plant changes or modifications during construction are 
reviewed and approved by the NRC to maintain public 
health and safety, common defense and security
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Change Process

- Plant changes or modifications during construction 
must be evaluated through the change processes

50 59 Changes tests and experiments
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- 50.59 Changes, tests and experiments
- 50.90 Application for amendment of license, construction 

permit, or early site permit
- 52.98 Finality of combined licenses; information requests
- 52 Appendix Section VIII, Process for Changes and Departures

New Proposal

- Within the framework of the license amendment 
process, a licensee may request a Preliminary 
Acceptability Review (CdC PAR) for inspectability to
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Acceptability Review (CdC PAR) for inspectability, to 
permit the at risk installation of structures, systems or 
components during the NRC’s review of the License 
Amendment Request

Evaluation Criteria

- No significant hazards determination
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- Environmental categorical exclusion 

- Changes to planned inspection schedules

- Changes to Inspection, Test, Analysis and Acceptance 
Criteria (ITAAC)
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COL Licensing Basis Maintenance

- Final Safety Analysis Report periodically updated 
annually during the construction phase (50.71(e)(3)(iii))
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- Probabilistic Risk Assessment developed for initial fuel 
load and periodically updated (50.71(h)(1) & (2))

- Subsequent COLs may reference previously approved 
License Amendment Requests

Summary
- Nuclear power plant licensing basis must be maintained 

for the duration of the license term (50.71)

- Plant change or modification screening processes are 
known to the operating fleet (50 59 et al )
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known to the operating fleet (50.59, et.al.) 

- Normal license amendment process is known to the 
operating fleet (50.90)

- Changes during construction applies these known 
processes for maintenance of the COL licensing basis


