
Uranium and BLM Wyoming: Uranium and BLM Wyoming: 
the past, present and future

Uranium minerals  on BLM administered lands 
Open to Mineral  Entry are locatable under the 

43 CFR Part  3800 regulations,  unless on 
Acquired Lands.  

B u r e a u  o f  L a n d  M a n a g e m e n t  W y o m i n g  p r e s e n t a t i o n  a t  t h e  J a n .  1 1  &  1 2 ,  2 0 1 1 ,  B u r e a u  o f  L a n d  M a n a g e m e n t  W y o m i n g  p r e s e n t a t i o n  a t  t h e  J a n .  1 1  &  1 2 ,  2 0 1 1 ,  
U r a n i u m   R e c o v e r y  L i c e n s i n g  W o r k s h o p ,  D e n v e r ,  C o l o r a d o
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Conduct of Operationsp
under the 43 CFR 3809 – Surface 

Management regulationsg g

The operator is to conduct all  operations in 
a manner that complies with all  pertinent 

Federal and State laws.

A i t  f  f  t d dA requirement of performance standard

43 cfr 3809.420(a)(6)
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The Past

BLM Wyoming and NRC encounter each 
other during the Generic EIS processother during the Generic EIS process
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Th  P tThe Past

BLM d NRC d l   MOU li i   NEPA BLM and NRC develop an MOU outlining agency NEPA 
responsibilities for ISR projects

(see BLM Washington Office Information Bulletin 2010-051)

NRC and BLM Wyoming staffs built rapport;
a kick-off interagency (NRC  BLM  WDEQ and WY Governor’s a kick off interagency (NRC, BLM, WDEQ and WY Governor s 

Office) meeting took place in Cheyenne, June 2009
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Th  P tThe Past

W i  D  f  E i l  Q l i  (WDEQ) d  Wyoming Dept  of  Environmental  Qual i ty  (WDEQ) and 
BLM Wyoming developed a  locatable  minerals  MOU 

in  the  early  1980’s;  last  supplemented in  2003

In Nov.  2005 processing  fees  for  EIS  preparation and 
val idi ty  examinations  were  inst i tuted 

(43  cfr 3800.5;  see  [WO] BLM Instruct ion 
Memorandum 2006-106)  
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Th  P tThe Past

Major revisions to the 43 cfr 3809 – Surface 
Management regulations took effect in early 

2001.

Regulations affecting Use and Occupancy of 
Public Lands for the development of locatable 

minerals came into effect in Aug. 1996 

(43 cfr 3715)(43 cfr 3715)
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Th  P tThe Present

Authorized off ic ial  (AO)  for  3809 notices  and plans  
of  operat ion is  at  the  Field  Off ice

This  AO can s ign a  DR-FONIS for  a  3809 Plan of  
Operation Environmental  Assessment

Distr ict  Managers  can s ign Records  of  Decis ion for  
[non-RMP] EIS  documents
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Th  P tThe Present

BLM Wyoming communicates with the NRC 
and WDEQ on a quarterly basis

Within Wyoming 

of 85 - 3809 Notices to explore; 27 uranium

of 95 - 3809 Plans of Operation; 18 uranium

9



Th  P tThe Present

P o r t i o n s  o f  S m i t h  R a n c h - H i g h l a n d  a n d  I r i g a r a y &  
C h r i s t e n s e n  R a n c h  p r o j e c t s  a r e  u n d e r  4 3  c f r 3 8 0 9  P l a n s  o f  

O p e r a t i o n

P b l i  l d  i  f  N i h l  R h  d  R l d  R h  P u b l i c  l a n d s  p o r t i o n s  o f  N i c h o l s  R a n c h  a n d  R e y n o l d s  R a n c h  
e x p a n s i o n  o f  S m i t h - H i g h l a n d  p r o j e c t  a r e  u n d e r g o i n g  t h e  E A  

p r o c e s s

E I S  p r o c e s s  c o n t i n u e s  f o r  t h e  G a s  H i l l s  I S R  p r o j e c t .  

N O I  t o  p r e p a r e  a n  E I S  f o r  t h e  L o s t  C r e e k  p r o j e c t  i s  s t i l l  N O I  t o  p r e p a r e  a n  E I S  f o r  t h e  L o s t  C r e e k  p r o j e c t  i s  s t i l l  
p e n d i n g  p u b l i c a t i o n  i n  t h e  F e d e r a l  R e g i s t e r
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Th  P tThe Present

License  expansions  or  satel l i tes  

may be  a  3809 plan modif icat ion or  new plan

(an EA by  NRC for  a  satel l i te  operat ion may not  
suff ice  for  BLM)

Reclamation bonding with  WDEQ may be  for  a  
combination of  3809 notices  or  plans  on f i le  with  

di f ferent  BLM Wyoming Field  Off icesy g
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Th  F tThe Future

Interagency  communicat ions  wi l l  continue

BLM wil l  publ ish  a  Surface  Management  handbook 
(Manual  H-3809-1)

MOU between the  BLM Wyoming and WDEQ should  
be  reviewed and updated as  necessary
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The FutureThe Future
Info for Field Offices so they can efficiently 

process 3809 filingsprocess 3809 filings

Electronic information (.doc version of text 
and CAD or shapefiles of data on figures)

Avoid a piecemeal approach to the project

Very early contact with Authorized Official
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Helping BLM to Plan its Workload
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A wealth of information is at BLM’s external websites
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Questions?

Pete Sokolosky@blm.govPete_Sokolosky@blm.gov
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