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Initiating Events

Mitigating Systems

Significance:  Feb 23, 2015
Identified By: NRC
Item Type: NCV Non-Cited Violation
Failure to Establish a Reasonable Maintenance Effectiveness Demonstration for Unit 3 Containment 
Atmospheric Temperature System
Green: The NRC identified a Green non-cited violation (NCV) of 10 CFR 50.65, 
“Requirements for Monitoring the Effectiveness of Maintenance at Nuclear Power Plants,”
for the licensee’s failure to adequately monitor the performance or condition of the Unit 3 
containment atmospheric temperature system against licensee established goals or 
demonstrate that the performance of the containment atmospheric temperature system was 
being effectively controlled through preventive maintenance, such that the system remained 
capable of performing its intended function. Specifically, there were multiple individual 
component failures on both units since March 2011 and the Unit 3 containment atmospheric 
temperature system was non-functional from November 5, 2014, to January 17, 2015. In 
response to the NRC identified issue, the licensee initiated action report (AR) 02023116, and 
classified the temperature elements into 10 CFR 50.65(a)(1) status on February 23, 2015, 
under AR 02004990. 

The inspectors determined that the performance deficiency was more than minor because it 
affected the Equipment Performance attribute of the Mitigating Systems cornerstone 
objective. The licensee did not ensure the availability, reliability, and capability of the Unit 3 
containment atmospheric temperature system that was used for emergency operating 
procedures. The inspectors determined the finding to be of very low safety significance 
(Green) because it was not a deficiency affecting the design or qualification of a mitigating 
structure, system, or component (SSC), it did not represent the loss of a system and/or 
function, it did not represent an actual loss of function of at least a single train or two 
separate safety systems out-of-service for greater than its Technical Specifications (TS) 
allowed outage time, and it did not represent an actual loss of a non-TS equipment 
designated as high safety-significant in accordance with the licensee’s maintenance rule 
program for greater than 24 hours. The inspectors determined the finding was indicative of 
present licensee performance and was associated with the cross-cutting aspect of 
Evaluation, in the area of Problem Identification and Resolution. Specifically, the licensee 
failed to thoroughly evaluate issues that were identified in the last three years associated 
with containment atmospheric temperature system failures to ensure that resolutions 
addressed causes and extent of conditions commensurate with their safety significance. 
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Barrier Integrity

Emergency Preparedness

Occupational Radiation Safety

Public Radiation Safety

Security
Although the Security Cornerstone is included in the Reactor Oversight Process assessment program, the Commission 
has decided that specific information related to findings and performance indicators pertaining to the Security 
Cornerstone will not be publicly available to ensure that security information is not provided to a possible adversary. 
Other than the fact that a finding or performance indicator is Green or Greater-Than-Green, security related 
information will not be displayed on the public web page. Therefore, the cover letters to security inspection reports 
may be viewed.

Miscellaneous
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